
II. “… concerning His Son …” 

The second thing he says about the gospel of God (1:3) is that it concerns his Son. “… the gospel of 

God, which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His 

Son …” The gospel of God has to do with the Son of God. We need to get two things clear about the 

Son of God immediately, or we could go far astray. 

1. The Son of God existed before he became a human being. 

Look at Romans 8:3, “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: 

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.” God sent him to take on human flesh. So the 

Son existed as the Son of God before he became a man. This means that Christ is and was the Son 

of God in a way utterly unique—not the same way we are sons of God (Romans 8:14, 19). 

2. Christ is himself God. 

In Romans 9:5, referring to the privileges of Israel, Paul says, “… whose are the fathers, and from 

whom [that is, Israel] is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. 

Amen.” And in Colossians 2:9 Paul says, “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.” 

So when Paul says that the gospel of God concerns his Son, he means that it has to do with the 

divine, pre-existent Son. The gospel of God is not about God arranging human affairs in a better 

way. It is about God penetrating human affairs from outside in the person of his Son who is the 

perfect image of the Father and is himself God. 

So Paul puts a huge weight on the “gospel of God” by saying, first, that it is promised—planned—by 

God long before it happened, and, second, that it concerns his divine Son. The sovereign Creator of 

the universe, has planned good things for the world, and at the center of this plan is his Son. 

III. “… was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh …” 

The third thing Paul says about the gospel of God is that this divine Son “was born of a descendant 

of David according to the flesh.” This says two things at once: 

1. The Son of God became a man. 

He was born. The work he had to do—the mission he was on—required that he take on human 

nature, along with his divine nature. God did not choose a man and make him his son; he chose to 

make his eternal, one-and-only Son a man. 

2. He was born in the line of King David in the Old Testament. 

Why is that part of the gospel of God? Why is that good news? The answer is that all the promises 

of the Old Testament depended on the coming of the Messiah—the anointed One—who would 

rule as king in the line of David and conquer the enemies of God’s people and bring righteousness 

and peace forever. He would be the Yes to all God’s promises. 

Consider a couple Old Testament promises. Jeremiah 23:5, “ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the 

LORD, ‘when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is 

just and right in the land.’ ” Or Isaiah 11:10, “In that day the Root of Jesse [i.e., the Son of David, 
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Jesse’s offspring] will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place 

of rest will be glorious.” 

So the gospel of God is the good news that now, after hundreds of years, God has acted to fulfill his 

plan and promise that a king would come in the line of David, and, as Isaiah 9:6–7 says, “The 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no 

end.” 

So the “gospel of God” is the good news that the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand 

(Mark 1:14–15, “Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel’ ”). The coming of the 

Son of God into the world was the coming of the “Son of David,” the promised King. He would rule 

over the nations and triumph over the enemies of God and rule with righteousness and peace and, 

according to Isaiah 35:10, “the ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing 

will flee away.” That is what makes verse 3 the “gospel of God.” The coming of the Son of God as 

the Son of David would mean everlasting joy in the presence of God—for all the ransomed of the 

Lord. 

IV. “… was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the 

Spirit of holiness …” 

But there is one more thing Paul says about “the gospel of God.” Not only was it planned and 

promised before it happened; and not only is it concerning his divine, pre-existent Son; and not 

only is it the news that this Son has been born as the human son of David to fulfill the Old 

Testament hopes and dreams of righteousness and peace and joy in the kingdom of God; but, in 

verse 4, Paul says something that was both devastating and exhilarating. He says that God’s Son 

“was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit 

of holiness.” 

Why do I say this was devastating? Most of the Jewish people in Paul’s day expected that the 

Messiah would come with power and political sway, and would defeat the oppressive rulers of the 

world, the Romans, and establish an earthly kingdom in Jerusalem and live forever triumphant with 

his people. But what Paul says in verse 4 implies that between verses 3 and 4 the Son of David died. 

He died! Those who thought he was the Messiah were devastated. Messiahs don’t die. They live 

and conquer and rule. They don’t get arrested and beat up and mocked and crucified and leave 

their people destitute. This was absolutely devastating. (Luke 24:21, “But we were hoping that it 

was He who was going to redeem Israel”). 

Paul will come back to the death of Christ in chapters 3 and 5 and 8. But for now he goes 

immediately to the exhilarating note of triumph in the gospel of God. This dead Messiah, Paul says 

in verse 4, was raised from the dead. This is at the heart of the gospel of God. And Paul says two 

things about this resurrection: 

1. This resurrection from the dead was “according to the Spirit of holiness.” 
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What does this mean? I take this to mean at least two things. 

a. God’s Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead. 

I take my cue from Romans 8:11 where Paul says, “If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” This teaches that we will be raised by the Spirit of God 

who dwells in us, in the way that Christ was raised. So the Spirit was involved in raising Jesus from 

the dead. 

b. But why does Paul use this unusual expression, “Spirit of holiness” (found nowhere else in the 

New Testament)? 

Here’s my suggestion. Dealing with the dead was dirty business. When King Saul wanted to 

commune with the dead he went to the Witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:7ff), and it was a secretive 

and illicit business. Mediums and diviners and sorcerers were an abomination in Israel. When the 

dead are dead, you leave them alone and don’t have dealings with them. Seances were and are 

unlawful for believers. Dealing with the dead has been a kind of black magic, not a beautiful, clean, 

holy thing. Anything but. Talk of an executed dead man being raised from the dead must have 

sounded to many ears absolutely horrible and gross and dirty and unclean, like dark sorcery and 

black magic. 

Over against this Paul lays stress on the exact opposite: Christ was raised from the dead in accord 

with the Spirit of holiness, not a dark spirit or an evil spirit or a defiled spirit, but the very Spirit of 

God himself who is marked above all by holiness. He was not defiled in raising Jesus. It was a holy 

thing to do. It was right and good and clean and beautiful and God-honoring, not God-belittling. It 

was holy. 

2. By this resurrection Christ was “declared [or, appointed] the Son of God with power.” 

The key phrase here is “with power.” I think the NASB and KJV and RSV are right in showing that 

this phrase modifies “Son of God.” The point is not that Christ was not the Son of God before the 

resurrection. The point is that at the resurrection Christ moved from being Son of God in lowliness 

and human limitation and weakness to being Son of God with power. The key phrase is “with 

power.” 

This is what Jesus meant after the resurrection when he said, “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18). It’s what Paul meant in 1 Corinthians 15:25–26 when he 

said of the risen Christ, “He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last 

enemy that will be abolished is death.” In other words, Jesus is the Messianic king. He is reigning 

now over the world. He is putting all his enemies under his feet. There will come a day when he 

breaks forth out of his invisible rule with visible glory and establishes his kingdom openly and 

gloriously on the earth. That is what Paul means by “Son of God in power.” He is ruling now. He is 

working his purposes out through his Spirit and his church. And the day will come when Christ will 

defeat every enemy, and every knee will bow and confess that he is Lord to the glory of God the 

Father (Philippians 2:11). 

That will be the consummation of the gospel of God. To which we say, “Amen, come Lord Jesus.” 
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